ESTACADA AREA ARTS COMMISSION MEETING

Wed., Dec. 15, 2010
City Council Chambers (Small Room) – 6:30 pm

Commissioners present:  Gloria, Jami, Jane, Am, Rob, and Pete.     
Guests present:   Sean Drinkwine
Meeting called to order: 6:33 pm
Approval of November minutes: Approved and passed.  

Mail/Thank You Cards:   None at this time.
Financial Statement/Budget:   The current arts commission general funds balance is $6840.14 and our administrative expense balance is currently at $1,654.44.

New Commissioner:  The City Council met last Monday and appointed Toni Visconti as an arts commissioner.  Gloria will notify her of her commission status.  Congrats Toni!
Art in Interesting Places:   Gloria spoke again with June regarding her donation of the artistic sign “CONNECT” which she will send to us after the 1st of the year.  Gloria will contact the newspaper to have some publicity regarding this.  
Street Stencils:   Am brought sketches she had made – which were all great – some of the council members picked their favorites, but gave her the go-ahead to pick what she wanted and create them.  She will finish this project after the 1st of the year.  

Estacada on the Clackamas.  The Powerhouse Project: River Mill Dam:  Jane spoke with the library about leaving the show up until it actually needed to be transferred to the next location in January.  So it will be in the library until it’s moving date of Jan. 13th.  Julius completed the photographs of all the artwork and gave Jane the photos in four different digital versions.  Jane will give these to Jami to put on our website along with the artist statements.  There was a suggestion also to create a photo album to give to the city, the library, and PGE.  Sean suggested we create a banner with these photos to advertise at the Summer Celebration.  The commission agreed to discuss that possibility further in the future.  Jami has sent the occasional email blast reminding the public about the show but will send another to announce its moving date, etc.
When the show does actually move – the commission will need physical help and the commissioners should keep this in mind and to try and get help for the moving day.   

Jane also is going to speak to Norm Ernst in hopes of getting Farraday as the next dam project due to the changes coming soon to this location.

Arts and Culture Series:   It was discussed and decided that the commission can not afford to create and send out a mass mailing of a postcard.  It cost the commission over $1300 last season.  We will concentrate on email blasts, paper inserts, flyers to put up and hand out and events, and making a flyer to put in the city’s water statements.  

Gloria was in contact with Cynthia English-Smith from CRT regarding getting them to perform a rehearsal reading in Estacada.  After discussion, they decided that “A Night at Ballyhoo” would be a great one for our series, and either the Springwater Grange or the Auditorium with its intimate seating or even one of the schools would be a great location.  They need a stage.  Dates discussed would be either Friday, April 1st in the evening or a Sunday matinee on April 3rd.  Gloria will check with Cynthia regarding these dates and get back to us and Jami for creation of the A&C flyers, email blasts, etc.  Jami will contact Tami Guttridge about the availability of the grange for this event as well.

Art Summit Update:  Gloria reminded all of us that we have “homework” to be working on from the Art Summit meeting.  Jami will send out the minutes from that meeting again to remind the commissioners of their assignments.  We decided to push the next meet date to our regular March meeting for discussion.  
Summer Celebration Update:   
Jane said that there was a small turnout for the SC meeting on Nov. 11.  They are still in need of some volunteers and Jane will be working on this and if any of the commissioners know of anyone who may be interested, please contact Jane asap.

At their meeting, they mostly discussed the music that they will be having.  They all really like an up and coming group called “Sallie Ford and the Sound Outside” – www.sallieford.com  - check them out.  They are coming out with a new cd very soon and were named the “Best New Group of 2010” by Willamette Weekly.  Their usual fee is $2500 but Pete said he may have talked them into $1500.  Go Pete Go!  

They also discussed having the group “Delta Bravo” – a local group – perform on the big stage Friday night.   There was some discussion of a rap group that they liked and Jane said it would be a “family-friendly” type of group.  
The Music Crawl will not be happening during 1st Friday in January as Pete discovered many of the downtown businesses had already hired their own musicians.  The Music Crawl will, however, be part of the Summer Celebration on Friday night.  

Jane was invited by RACC to speak at their board meeting today.  Jane spoke about the Summer Celebration and how it impacted Estacada in a great way, influencing so many other artistic and business ventures.  Jane wrote two grants for the SC this year.  The one from RACC ($5800) she will hear on Friday whether they will receive it or not and the other one from the County she should hear by Monday ($2500 or less).  

The sound engineer for the SC was discussed briefly and Rob, representing Sunday’s group, said they did not want to use him this year and that they would be providing their own sound engineering.  The Sunday group was not happy with this engineer and there was tension between them.  The SC had no problems and were pleased with his performance and his fee, so will probably use him again.  Toni Visconti is in charge of contacting him and Pete will remind her to contact him.  

Community Garden:  Jane spoke with Stevan Shibley recently as she was unable to attend their recent meeting.  Steven has created a plan for the school for this process.  Jane reminded him that signage would be a very important part of this project.

Art on Main Street Meeting:  Tom Wille, owner of the Mason Building, has created a workshop and wants the entire arts community to attend.   The workshop for “Art on Main Street” will be Wednesday, January 19, 2011 at 6pm.   The workshop will be 2-3 hours long and will be taught by Cheryl Snow of the Clackamas Arts Alliance.  Tom feels this is a great opportunity for us to put our heads together to gather input/ideas and share them with Cheryl and to learn from them.  Our goal is to learn how to effectively integrate art into our downtown streetscape.  
 
Here is a list of questions that he’s came up with so far:
 
·      Balancing maintenance of existing art with installation of new art
·      Funding of new art
·      Best way to promote art to visitors in the area to help increase tourism.
·      What approaches have been most successful in other cities?
He’s asked Gloria to invite the arts community and let him know.    

 
PLEASE NOTE:  Next Month’s Meeting

Next month’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, Jan. 5 at 6:30 pm in the City Council Chambers.   

Dates to Remember:

1st Friday at The Spiral Gallery and downtown Estacada.  Friday, Jan. 7th.   The gallery’s annual Student Art Show will be featured.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jami Berry, Secretary

