ESTACADA AREA ARTS COMMISSION MEETING

Wed., March 3, 2010

City Council Chambers – 6:30 pm

Commissioners present:  Gloria, Jami, Am, Rob, and Jane.  Absent:  Pete Hamer.

Guests present:  Stephanie Zerr, Connie Redmond, Tom Wille, and Stephen Shibley.


Meeting called to order: 6:30 pm.

Approval of February minutes: Approved and passed.  

Financial Statement/Budget:   General funds balance - $6,469.62; and $68.93 is the balance for the Administrative balance.  Rob is still working on getting together with Traci from the City to create a budget.

Guest Report:  Tom Wille who owns the Mason Building on Broadway came to speak to the group about the possibility of connecting with the Summer Celebration by having some kind of art event in the ballroom during the SC weekend.  Several scenarios were discussed including having a musical group in the ballroom for the Friday night Music Crawl event.  

Tom shared that he didn’t feel like enough people know about the ballroom and his objective besides being involved with the community would be to have more exposure for the ballroom.  He feels it is a great asset and resource for our community.  He reminded the group that the ballroom also has a stage and could be used for a puppet show or something similar.  The commission spoke a bit about the ADA rules that are required for us and the fact that his ballroom is not wheelchair accessible and has no elevator.  Gloria will check with the city regarding insurance coverage and ability to use the ballroom within the parameters and rules from the city for any of our events.  Tom also handed out new brochures he had made for the ballroom.  Tom will also attend the next Summer Celebration meeting with a partner, Karen Monahan, who would be spearheading/managing any ballroom projects.  

Guest Report:  Grassy Knoll Improvements

Steven Shibley, a local landscape architect, brought his conceptual design for the improvement of the grassy knoll area on the corner of 3rd and Broadway in downtown Estacada which he has named the “Harvest Market Square.”  The commission was very impressed with the plan.  Steven estimated that the total cost of the improvements would be approximately $12K with his labor being in-kind.  He’s also hoping many of the items would be donated such as gravel and labor, etc.  

The plan includes a water sprinkler system and he’s hoping the city will pay for the summer water months and also for mowing the lawn.  

Steven has not talked with Thriftway about this project.  The next step is to have a meeting with the key groups which would include, besides the commission, Steven, Thriftway, the Chamber, the City, the Grower’s Market, and the Main Street Project group (EDA).  We are all hoping that the Main Street group will “take over” as the lead in this project.  Connie Redmond will arrange a meeting for all concerned and let us know.  

ON-GOING PROJECTS AND REPORTS:

Commissioner Seat:  Gloria invited Stephanie Zerr to attend the meeting as a potential new arts commissioner and to see what it we do and what we’re about. 
Music Crawl:  The Spring Music Crawl is sneaking right up – Friday, March 19th. Am reported that she and Pete are lining up acts and connecting with local businesses and everything seems to be on track.

Community Gardens:  Gloria reported that she attended the meeting to discuss planting a community garden on the side of the auditorium.  Steven Shibley will be working with the group as well to design the garden.  They are looking into securing grants to create this project as well as pay for lighting and signage out front.  Steven suggested they have the boarded-over windows on that same side be painted with murals.  Am loved this idea and would bring it up at the next ArtBack Artists meeting for a future mural site.  Gloria suggested that Pete’s cob bench idea would work great in this project as well.

Summer Celebration:   

Due to the length of the guest speakers’ talks, this was not discussed at any length.  Everything is going as planned so far and the next meeting would be held in the City Council Chambers on Sat., March 20th, at 9:00 am.

Art Summit:  Jane spoke with Bill Flood about being a facilitator at our proposed summit.  Bill will be traveling to Europe in the fall but thinks we should be able to work out a date that works for both parties.  

Bill sent Jane a formal proposal.  He breaks it down in detail, but it totals 26 hours @ $85 for a total of $2210.  Gloria will contact Arts Action Alliance to see if there are any monies available to help pay for this event.  
For a reminder:  The summit would be held in the City Hall Council Chambers.  The goal would be to connect with all the community partners, let them know what we as a commission can do for them, and  find out what they are about and their upcoming events and schedules.  We could have a giant calendar to fill in.  Jami would keep up this calendar on the EAAC website for the public and the groups.

Estacada on the Clackamas: The PGE Powerhouse Project

Jane reported that everything’s going well and all is on track.  She’s getting a great response from local artists and even has two high school students who will be participating.

PLEASE NOTE:  Next Month’s Meeting

Next month’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, April 7, 2010, at 6:30 pm in the City Council Chambers.   

Dates to Remember:

· 1st Friday for The Spiral Gallery and downtown Estacada – Friday, March 5th – 5 to 8 pm.  Watercolors by Connie Athman.
· One Act Plays – Presented by the Estacada High School Drama Club at the Auditorium.  Tickets available at door.  Thurs & Fri., Feb. 25th & 26th, 7:00 pm.
· PAGE Production of “Can We Talk?”  -  a baker’s dozen of one-act plays starting Thurs., March 11th through Sunday March 14 at the Estacada Auditorium.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jami Berry, Secretary

