ESTACADA AREA ARTS COMMISSION MEETING

Wed., March 4, 2009

City Council Chambers

Commissioners present:  Gloria, Jami, Rob, Jane, Kathleen, Am and Pete.   
Guests:  City Council liaison, Sean Drinkwine, and Leslie Andre.

Meeting called to order: 6:45 pm.
Approval of February minutes: Approved and passed.

Financial Statement/Budget:  Kathleen brought an updated financial statement and the commission perused it.  There were some updates and changes that still need to happen and Kathleen will continue to work with Traci towards this goal.
Mail:  The commission received a $700 grant from the Estacada Community Foundation for Children’s Art Activities for the Summer Celebration.  Jami will write a thank you card. 

Public Input:  Sean is our new City Council liaison person and will now be attending our meetings.  Welcome Sean!
Leslie Andre is a community member who wanted to hear about what the commission does and to volunteer where needed – most likely for the Summer Celebration.  

NEW BUSINESS:

EAAC Action Plan: Jami will bring an updated version of the plan to the next EAAC meeting.  
Photographs:  Jami will bring her camera to the next meeting so we can have an updated photograph of the commissioners for the website.  

Meeting Time Change:  The commission voted to change back the meeting time to 6:30 pm.

Art Idea Sharing:  Jane shared an article she read in the October issue of the Oregon Arts Commissions Arts Build Communities Report regarding Hood River’s First Friday’s Art Walk events.  Downtown Hood River is transformed with hundreds of people participating in this event every 1st Friday.  This event serves as career boosters for the artists, increases retail traffic and restaurant business, and takes community participation to a whole different level as it promotes diversity and serves families as well as businesses.  Collaborators include Columbia Center for the Arts, Hood River Downtown Business Assoc., and The Next Door, Inc., the region’s primary social service nonprofit organization.  Art is displayed in stores throughout the downtown area – insurance offices, gas stations, restaurants.  The Next Door noted in its final report that these First Friday events exceeded their goals and said that 62% of participating businesses reported a positive financial impact.  90% of the people attending said they’d come back in the future just to shop.  Social benefits don’t show up in numbers but it is known that events such as these can have a strong impact on livability and social cohesion.  
The commission noted that this was a great report and inspiring.   Hopefully our First Fridays will grow and have the same impact eventually.

OLD BUSINESS:

Bumper Stickers Project:  The bumper stickers were a huge hit and the commission is getting many requests for more.  The commission agreed to have more made and Sean Drinkwine offered to make some for free from his printing company.  These stickers are free to the community.
Community Signage Project:  The commission also discussed again the idea for fun signage around the city – like the signs from Pittsfield that Gloria saw on her vacation.  Sean’s company can also make these when we go forward with this project.  Gloria needs to speak with Phil Lingelbach before this can happen as he is working on a project for putting up historical signage around town.  
Dam Project:  This was first introduced to us by Jane and we need to keep this on the “burner” for a near future project.  The commission needs to look in the community for some partnerships. Tim Shibahara gave a PGE site that should be helpful with the history portion.  Jane will bring more ideas at the next meeting.
PAGE:  Pete reported that the production of “On the Razzle” came off wonderfully and that it was a huge hit.   Gloria reported record numbers for attendance.  
Summer Celebration Update:   No new update until after the next meeting – coordinators report everything going smoothly.  Pete feels the musical lineup is just about nailed down.  Dave Piper has the key to the storage and electricity and Jane volunteered to retrieve those from him.  Bruce Whiting is going to be the new Logistics Coordinator. 
Fundraising:  Gloria suggested an idea she heard about – Art Media gives away 6x6” canvases to people who want to create art and then sell them to raise monies.  This was discussed and tabled for now.  Jami was reminded to look for chairs in her storage room and to start looking for the Silent Art Auction.  
Dates to Remember:

· 1st Friday for February, Friday, March 6th at The Spiral Gallery and downtown Estacada.   The Featured Artist at the gallery will be watercolors by Earlean Marsh.

· Summer Celebration Meeting – Tues., March 10th, 6:30 pm, Council Chambers.

· Spring Music Crawl – Fri., March 21st from 6-10 pm, downtown Estacada.

· The Trail Band, presented by Estacada Together.  Sat., Apr. 4th at 7 pm in the Auditorium.  

· Next Month’s Meeting: Wed., April 1st, 6:30 pm, City Council Chambers.

Meeting adjourned at 8:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Jami Berry, Secretary

