ESTACADA AREA ARTS COMMISSION MEETING

Wed., May 5, 2010

City Council Chambers – 6:30 pm

Commissioners present:  Gloria, Jami, Am, Rob, Pete and Jane.   
Guests present:  None present.

Meeting called to order: 6:33 pm.

Approval of April minutes: Approved and passed.  

Mail/Thank You Cards:  Jami will be sending one to Tami & Don Guttridge for use of the Springwater Grange Hall for Writers Night.
Financial Statement/Budget:   General funds balance - $5,731.75; and $68.93 is the balance for the Administrative balance.  Rob wanted everyone to know that Traci Hovda of the City has been such a tremendous help and very supportive and easy to work with on getting all this treasury work sorted through.  So thank you, Traci!  After a brief discussion, it was decided Jane will create the kind of budget she would need for any grant writing projects.  
This arts commission meeting is dedicated to two main topics the commission feels need extra time working on – (1) the Art Summit, and (2) Art Studio Tours.

#1 Art Summit:  
To review:  Jane spoke earlier with Bill Flood about being a facilitator at our proposed summit.  Bill sent Jane a formal proposal.  He breaks it down in detail, but it totals 26 hours @ $85 for a total of $2210.  Gloria contacted Arts Action Alliance to see if there are any monies available to help pay for this event.  There will be no grant monies available until spring. So it was though we would ask Rachel Shibahara of Estacada to help us by being the facilitator – which she is experienced at and would do it for little or no cost.
We started tonight by trying to think of a clear concise plan for the Art Summit.  What do we want to see accomplished?  What are our goals?  We had a discussion about using the Survey Monkey but it was decided we may use that for after the summit.  

First – Jane will contact Rachel for a date – we are looking at Sat., Sept. 21st at the City Council Chamber room from approximately 9 am to 12:00 pm.   Jane will let us know asap.  Gloria will get all the invitees contact information to Jami so she can send out the invitation.  The commission will start first with a “Save the Date” letter.

Our overall objective for this summit is to unite with all the significant local groups with the goal of beautifying Estacada and the surrounding areas with arts and culture.

We would like to share resources, connect with all the groups, identify areas of collaboration, and see how the EAAC could perhaps help these groups as well.  

We would ask the groups to bring there calendar schedules, and we would have on hand one giant calendar where we could fill in as much as possible everyone’s upcoming events for the 2010-11 year.   Jami would put all this information on our website’s community calendar and promote everyone’s events through email blasts.
We will also ask the groups to bring the following three things: their upcoming plans, all their current concerns, and their goals and dreams.  They can bring handouts if they’d like.  We will also be asking them what they would like see discussed.

Some of our offered support will come in the form of free advertising, email blasts, the community calendar on our website, and non-financial resources.

#2 Art Studio Tour or “Studio Crawl”:  

First off – do we want to tackle this project?  Jami reported the lack of response by the gallery artists when asked prior.  However it didn’t include all the artists that may be available and want to participate.

The list we came up right off the top of our heads was as follows:  John Freese, Oscar & Lynn Flores, Jayne Shiroshton, Am Griswold, Norma Piper, Mark Heimann, Steve Niichel (maybe Mimi Near as well), Sue Dumolt, Peter Bush, and Peggy Skycraft.  There may be more that are interested of course and Jami will send out an email.

There is a gallery meeting next Monday where she will once again bring up this topic.  
Jami also brought up the fact that Beavercreek has an art studio tour that Sue Dumolt participates in – she will ask Sue how they organize theirs and see what information she can glean.

The one problem could be advertising costs but perhaps we start out small and build from there. We can put it in our local paper and send out email blasts.  The commission would have to make a map and perhaps it could be available at City Hall, the Chamber, and the Gallery.  

More to come on this project!

With just a bit of time left, Jane reminded us that the first group of the PGE Powerhouse Art Jam Project will be going to Rivermill Dam to start their creations on Thursday and Friday, May 20th and 21st.  All is going well with this project thus far – and Jane even has some high school students participating.

PLEASE NOTE:  Next Month’s Meeting

Next month’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, June 2, 2010, at 6:30 pm in the City Council Chambers.   

Dates to Remember:

· 1st Friday for The Spiral Gallery and downtown Estacada – Friday, May 7th – 5 to 8 pm.  “VESSELS…mostly” by our own AM GRISWOLD!   Truly a must see event!
Meeting adjourned at 8:03 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jami Berry, Secretary

