ESTACADA AREA ARTS COMMISSION MEETING

Thurs., May 6, 2009

City Council Chambers – 6:30 pm
Commissioners present:  Gloria, Jami, Rob, Jane, Am, Kathleen and Pete. 

Guests:  Sean Drinkwine, Kathy and Jerry Erickson, and Robin.

Meeting called to order: 6:30 pm.

Approval of April minutes: Approved and passed.

Financial Statement/Budget:   The balance for the General Funds for the EAAC is $5,818.29; and $11,456.87 for the Summer Celebration.  

Mail:  Jami will write a thank you letter to Melanie Greene from the Writers Night for the donation to the EAAC and for her donation of books to the individual commissioners.  Jami will also write a thank-you note to Lisa Holman from Whispering Pines for the use of their community room for our Spring Retreat. 

The Commission received a thank-you letter from Randy Ealy for the gift certificate and for all the work the commission had done while he worked in Estacada.  The commission also received a year-end “Work for Art” statement showing that we received and total of $50 from 2009 pledges.  
Public Input:  Robin is a community member just checking out the arts commission.  Sean Drinkwine is, of course, our city council liaison.

Kathy, the SC Fundraising Coordinator, attended our meeting by invitation of the chair to have a brief brainstorming idea to assist Kathy in coming up with ideas and people/companies to approach for funds for the Summer Celebration.  Suggestions such as New Seasons, Bill Ray, Crystal Springs Gardens, Globil Realtors was suggested.  Jane said she would contact Bill Ray and Norm Ernst at PGE for Kathy.  Jami had a list but forgot to bring it – but will email to Kathy asap.  To date, Kathy has raised $ 2975 for the SC.  The commission praised her for her terrific efforts considering the tough financial times. 

NEW BUSINESS:

New Agenda Look:  Gloria had a new “look” to our agenda – putting the “don’t forget” items on the back and only have the current projects/ideas on the front page.  The majority of the commission agreed it look better and was easier to read.

Clackamas County Complete Communities:  Jane brought up the Community Congress VI that is going to take place on Sat., May 16 from 8 am to Noon at the Clackamas Community College – Gregory Forum.    (For more info:  www.co.clackamas.or.us/community/).  Cheryl Snow is on the advisory committee and Jane felt it was an important event to participate.    It is an opportunity for hundreds of local officials, citizens, education and business leaders to work together on a range of issues, including many issues that effect our community such as cultural diversity and  opportunities.  

Commissioner Positions:  Gloria reminded the following commissioners: Jane, Jami, Kathleen and herself that their positions are expiring in June.  Elections will be held then as well.

Blueberry Blues:  Stephen Shibley made a suggestion to the EAAC to hold a Blueberry festival up at the Springwater Grange labyrinth/bowl area in August and perhaps have local blues groups play live music.  Everyone agreed it sounded like an excellent idea but were worried about it occurring right after Summer Celebration and having everyone be burned out.  A suggestion was made to have the Farmer’s Market participate with the food portion of the event and we would provide the music portion was made.  Gloria said she’d approach Debra Bufton regarding this idea.

TDC Liaison/Board Member:  The TDC is asking that one of the arts commissioners be on the board of the TDC who is currently looking for more members.  The position requires attending approximately 7 meetings per year.  No commissioners came forward at this time.

OLD BUSINESS:

Summer Celebration Update:   Gloria stated she was going to invite Stephen Shibley to the upcoming SC meeting in representation of the labyrinth.    Steve Steele asked for our SC DVD that was made by the County a few years ago – he is putting it on the Chamber website and Jami said she’d put it the EAAC website as well.  Steve is also receiving grant monies to have a radio and TV ad created for Estacada, which would include the Summer Celebration.  Yay!

Dam Project:  The commission discussed at length this project at our Spring Retreat the week prior.  Jami brought the minutes of that meeting and the notes covering this project for each commissioner.  Jane did report that she spoke with Cheryl Snow of Arts Action Alliance about this idea and she absolutely loved it.  Cheryl and Jane will be meeting soon to discuss more ideas for it.
Cob Project:  Pete met with the City Repair people of Portland.  City Repair is an organization whose goal is community building and “place making.”  Note: Oregon is considered the “nexus” of the cob renaissance.   Michael Cook of City Repair would be willing to come out and meet with the Cob Project group as well.  

Pete’s idea is to create a covered bench, bin (for skaters to put extra board parts for others to use) and perhaps a community bulletin board in Wade Creek Park next to the skate park.  

This idea would be implementing in the summer of 2010.  The City Repair people would provide design help and help with working with the city for building codes, etc.  

We need to talk with city people, ArtBack, local kids interested in the skate park, Parks and Rec, and any other interested groups.   We could have a “party” while creating this with live music.

The next step would be to talk with interested parties.  Am will talk with ArtBack folks at their upcoming meeting.  Pete will head up this project and will create a timeline.  He’ll also be a liaison to the Parks and Rec group.  All the commissioners agreed this project is exciting, fun and very original for this community.

Wade Creek Installation:  Gloria and Jami reported that Joe and Kolieha were out personally digging the holes for the mural posts.  Everything is ready for the installation and Jami’s husband, Bill, got the group some free stainless steel bolts for the installation and would be bringing them the next day.  

EAAC Action Plan:  Jami brought an updated version for all the commissioners.  The commission, however, ran out of time prior to getting to finishing looking at the Action Plan and it was tabled until next month.

Bumper Stickers Project:   Gloria reported that the donated bumper stickers were also going fast.  The Painted Cupboard requested some to sell in their store as well.  
Community Signage Project:  Sean brought a cost estimate for the aluminum signs the commission wants to create for the community.  (6) – 12 x 18” aluminum 080 signs with rounded corners and customer supplied digital images would be $56 each (or $336 for the six).  These are really thick signs and would not be able to be spray-painted as they would be able to be just wiped off.  The commission agreed to at least have one sign “READ” and Sean would make this one so we could take to City Council for approval.  We will create the other 5 as well as soon as the Council approved.   The commission’s homework is to come up with 5 other sign words and suggestions as to where to place them and email them to Jami.  She’ll consolidate and email all commissioners the results and we’ll pick from that list.
Dates to Remember:

· 1st Friday for The Spiral Gallery and downtown Estacada –  June 5th.   The Featured Artist at the gallery will be a group show entitled “Green and Sustainable.”

· Summer Celebration Meeting – Tues., May 12, 6:30 pm, Council Chambers.

· Next Month’s Meeting: Wed., June 3rd, 6:30 pm, City Council Chambers.

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jami Berry, Secretary

