ESTACADA AREA ARTS COMMISSION MEETING

Wed., Oct. 1, 2008

City Council Chambers

Commissioners present:  Am, Rob, Jami, and Pete.
Commissioners absent:  Kathleen and Gloria
Guests: None


Meeting called to order: 6:35 pm

Additions to agenda:  None

Approval of September minutes: Approved and passed.

Financial Statement/Budget:  Kathleen was unable to attend meeting due to a recent injury.  Rob spoke with her and she’ll get us an updated report as soon as possible.  Gloria is also working with Traci in connection with Kathleen to make sure the statement is up to date.   
Mail:   None at this time.  Gloria sent Janette a $25 Spiral Gallery gift certificate from the EAAC for her service as an arts commissioner for two years.
NEW BUSINESS:

Fall Retreat:  The date of the retreat will be Sat., Oct. 18th in the City Council Chambers from 8:00 am to 12:00 pm.  The commission has decided to order breakfast in from Harmony Bakery.   The objective will be to basically list and discuss our goals/strategic plan for 2009, discuss the arts & culture series for 2009, and clarify and revisit our mission as a commission.  

Cob Project:  Cob is an ancient building technique – about 2000 years old.  Cob consists of clay, straw, sand, water, and earth, similar to adobe. Cob is fireproof, resistant to seismic activity, and inexpensive.  It can be used to create artistic, sculptural forms and has been revived in recent years by the natural building and sustainability movements. You can create an entire building or house out of it (like hand-building clay) or walls or most anything.  It was developed in Oregon.  If building a wall or house or structure, it does require some sort of roofing to protect it from the continual rain which can wear it down. It also requires some kind of foundation.  To color it, you use pigmented plaster, which also helps protect it and makes it more durable.  
Pete’s idea is to have the commission use this technique to build something for Estacada – perhaps at the new Wade Creek Park.  A bench was suggested and also a wall to attach the “Bird Party” mural.  Everyone agreed it was a great idea!  Pete brought a detailed book showing photos of places here in Portland.   “The City Repair Project” in Portland is an all-volunteer group that educates and inspires communities and individuals to creatively transform the places where they live.  Pete suggested we contact this group for help and also suggested we visit a few sites in Portland and look into this as a 1% for Art project.   Everyone agreed and loved the idea.
OLD BUSINESS:

Arts and Culture Series:  To be reviewed at October’s retreat.

Summer Celebration Update:   The commission needs to set a date for the first Summer Celebration meeting to discuss the musical performers.  It was decided to do this at the retreat since Gloria was not present.
Fundraising:    Everyone please keep your eyes open for quality old chairs or stools to be used in the Silent Art Auction next year.  Jami has some chairs she is willing to donate.  

FOTA (Friends of the Arts):  Tabled for now – Am is working on this project.  She has a call in to Debbie Turner to coordinate with her and her contacts.
Community Relations:
Estacada Chamber of Commerce:  Rob reported the Chamber has a brand new look.  New paint, some new furniture and it looks great!  He gave the commission a tour of the beautiful new office!
Estacada Together:  Rob handed out the minutes from the recent ET meeting.  He suggested we read over these minutes in preparation for our upcoming retreat.

Estacada Tourism:  Rob reported that all grant monies had been disbursed.  

Local Performer’s Showcase:  This event has been postponed. 
Dates to Remember:

· Sat., Oct. 18th, from 8 am to noon.  City Council Chambers.  EAAC Retreat!
· 1st Friday – November 7, at The Spiral Gallery and downtown Estacada.  The Featured Artist at the gallery will be our own Am Griswold!  Don’t miss it.
· Next Month’s Meeting: Wed., Nov. 5th, 6:35 pm, City Council Chambers.

Meeting adjourned at 7:45 pm

Respectfully submitted,

Jami Berry, Secretary

