ESTACADA AREA ARTS COMMISSION MEETING

Wed., Oct. 7, 2009

City Council Chambers – 6:30 pm

Commissioners present:  Gloria, Jami, Rob, Pete, and Jane.

Guests present:  Sean Drinkwine, City Council, and Bill Elliott, City Manager.

Meeting called to order: 6:40 pm.

Approval of September minutes: Approved and passed.  

Financial Statement/Budget:   The balance for the General Funds at the time of the meeting for the EAAC was $6,311.79.

Thank You’s:  Gloria will send thank you cards to Sandy Carter, and Bob Steele & Deb Schallert for hosting the Dam Tour.  

ON-GOING PROJECTS AND REPORTS:

Action Plan:  Due to the full agenda, the Action Plan was tabled.
Highway Sign Project:   Gloria asked Bill if he knew whether or not the $10K was still in the budget from ODOT for the two “Welcome to Estacada” signs.  Unfortunately, Bill stated he thought that the money never made it into their budget, as that was not an ODOT concern.  He suggested we speak with Melanie Wagner from the City for more information, as she was the liaison on the project.  Gloria agreed to meet with her.

Commissioner Matrix:  Gloria reminded the commissioners that we are still looking for a commissioner to fill and empty spot and in accordance with our matrix; it would be great if the person would have graphic art skills and school connections, to fill in where the commission’s strengths are “weak” and live in the City limits.

Dam Project:   

Jane, Am, and Gloria were part of the group that went on the PGE Clackamas River dam tour.  They visited the three working Power Houses along the Clackamas as well as the Three Linx community.  Gloria sent the commissioners photos from that tour as well.  

Gloria also shared that she and her husband visited the Bull Run Power House Show up at Government Camp last weekend.  She said it was great but they mostly had paintings and photographs.  One of our goals is to have lots of different types of art, including 3D art and writing.

As a reminder – the first dam we do will be our pilot project, figuring out what works best and make adaptations for the following two or three.   The timing for these, mostly due to weather, will be to begin in spring of 2010.    

It will be very important that the commission have a clear mission statement and vision for this project.   

PGE is thinking that we can do at least 3 or 4 Art Jams over the next few years - River Mill, Faraday, Oak Grove Powerhouse and the 3 Lynx community. 

These Jams are always accompanied by a major show, often at several venues (West Linn Library, Providence Milwaukee Hospital, PGE Board Room, Willamette Falls Hospital, County offices are where they showed).   We could have it at our City Hall or The Spiral Gallery.  

Check out www.artcontemplatesindustry.com to see what they have done.

Cob Project:   Pete reported that he and Bernhard Masterson had met with the Parks and Recreation Commission and made a presentation.  They all seemed to be very excited and willing to support the bench idea, but then one of them brought up an old issue they had regarding a Girl Scout bench they rejected in prior years.  Bill Elliott spoke up stating the usually City’s have a policy in place regarding gifts to the City.  For example, if someone wants to donate something to the city that they think is fabulous but the majority of people may think is hideous, then the policy would protect the city and the city would just ask for a money donation instead and place their name on a bench.  

Their next step, however, is to give the presentation to the City Council.  Pete will report next month on that undertaking.  

City Sign Art Project:   Gloria met with the City Council to inform them of the six aluminum signs.  The commissioners discussed once more with Sean regarding the fonts and colors.  It was decided that perhaps looking just like a city sign yet saying something totally random and different might have the best effect.  Sean will send the commission another preliminary view.  Bill reported that the city crew is still very busy and is not sure when they’d be able to hang these signs.  The commission may have to hang them. 

Summer Celebration:  Jane reported that they have set their first meeting date for November 7th.  Pete, Julie, Nina, Am, Toni and Jane will decide then what the Summer Celebration will “look” like for 2010.  

NEW BUSINESS:

City Stage:  Rob was contacted by the City asking the commission to help clean up and repair the portable stage owned by the City.  The commission may need to have a fundraiser of some type in order to be able to pay for all the things that need repaired on the stage.  Rob will email the entire list to the commissioners.  The commissioners can do some of the labor themselves but much will have to be done by professionals.  Bill Elliott said he find out how much money it would cost and get back to us.

Estacada Together:  Jane wanted the commission to know that they will be having Art Abrams and the Swing Machine at the Auditorium on Feb. 12th.  They’re also working on getting Brett Paschal and Peter Bush to do a show in the spring as well.  Jane will let us know as soon as she has all the information and Jami will update the ET website.  

Fall Retreat:  The commission decided it needed a Fall Retreat to work on finishing the Action Plan.  The date will be Sat., Nov. 21st, from 9 am to 12 noon.  Gloria will see if the Whispering Pines Community Room is available.

PLEASE NOTE:  Next Month’s Meeting

Next month’s meeting will be held on Wednesday, Nov. 4, at 6:30 pm in the City Council Chambers.   

Dates to Remember:

· 1st Friday for The Spiral Gallery and downtown Estacada –  Nov. 6th. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:00 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Jami Berry, Secretary

